FIG. 2 
3/7 




DETECT WITH A PENETRATING 



IMAGING TOOL AT LEAST ONE THREE- 
DIMENSIONAL CONFIGURATION 




EMBEDDED WITHIN THE OUTER PART 
OF AN ITEM, RESULTING IN AN 
OUTPUT 



204 



READ THE IDENTIFYING 
INFORMATION BY INTERPRETING THE 
OUTPUT 
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START 



FORMING AT LEAST ONE PORTION OF 
AN ITEM FROM AT LEAST ONE 
STRUCTURAL MATERIAL 



INTEGRALLY WITH THE FORMING, 
ENCLOSING WITHIN THE AT LEAST ONE 
STRUCTURAL MATERIAL IDENTIFYING 
INFORMATION THAT IDENTIFIES THE ITEM, 
THE IDENTIFYING INFORMATION INCLUDING 

AT LEAST ONE THREE-DIMENSIONAL 
CONFIGURATION CORRESPONDING TO THE 
IDENTIFYING INFORMATION 
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^START^ 



FORMING AT LEAST ONE PORTION OF 
AN ITEM FROM AT LEAST ONE 
STRUCTURAL MATERIAL 
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INTEGRALLY WITH THE FORMING, ENCLOSING 
WITHIN THE AT LEAST ONE STRUCTURAL MATERIAL 
A VOID SUBSTANTIALLY SHAPED AS AT LEAST ONE 

THREE-DIMENSIONAL CONFIGURATION 
CORRESPONDING TO IDENTIFYING INFORMATION 
THAT IDENTIFIES THE ITEM, THE VOID BEING 
DEFINED BY THE AT LEAST ONE STRUCTURAL 
MATERIAL 



INTEGRALLY WITH THE FORMING AND WITH THE 
ENCLOSING THE VOID WITHIN THE AT LEAST ONE 
STRUCTURAL MATERIAL, ENCLOSING WITHIN THE 
VOID AT LEAST ONE MATERIAL SUBSTANTIALLY 
SHAPED AS AT LEAST PART OF THE AT LEAST ONE 
THREE-DIMENSIONAL CONFIGURATION 
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START 





f 




FORMING AN OUTER SURFACE COMPUTER- 
READABLE REPRESENTATION PART INCLUDING A 
REPRESENTATION OF THE OUTER SURFACE OF AN 

ITEM 
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FORMING AN IDENTIFYING SURFACE COMPUTER- 
READABLE REPRESENTATION PART OF AT LEAST 
ONE CLOSED THREE-DIMENSIONAL SURFACE, THE 

AT LEAST ONE IDENTIFYING SURFACE 
CORRESPONDING TO IDENTIFYING INFORMATION 
THAT IDENTIFIES THE ITEM, AND THE AT LEAST 
ONE IDENTIFYING SURFACE BEING CONTAINED 
WITHIN THE OUTER SURFACE 
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ASSOCIATING THE OUTER SURFACE COMPUTER- 
READABLE REPRESENTATION PART AND THE 
IDENTIFYING SURFACE COMPUTER-READABLE 
REPRESENTATION PART 
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STOP 
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FORMING A COMPUTER-READABLE 
REPRESENTATION OF AN ITEM, THE 
REPRESENTATION INCLUDING A REPRESENTATION 

OF AT LEAST ONE THREE-DIMENSIONAL 
CONFIGURATION CORRESPONDING TO IDENTIFYING 
INFORMATION THAT IDENTIFIES THE ITEM 



602 



PRODUCING THE ITEM USING THE COMPUTER- 
READABLE REPRESENTATION OF THE ITEM, THE 
ITEM INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE STRUCTURAL 
MATERIAL AND THE AT LEAST ONE THREE- 
DIMENSIONAL CONFIGURATION 




